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MUGGINS' SCOOP.

BY Ji L. nAItBOUIU

Muggins came to the Tlmos of-

fice in response tonlliie''nd."stnt-lu- g

Hint a boy was wanted foi'goit-crn- l

work, which Included i pent
tunny things. Muggins' remark,
when In; was tohlof themultlplli'-It.-

of lils duties, struck me nsbo-ill- )

so sensible that I engaged him
on t lit spot.

"I'm hiring out my tlmo to yon,
ulr," he said, "mill I ilon't cure
what I do hii lime ns,vim want mo
to n xu my time In that wny."

Acting on this irIiioi1t Mug-plu- s

woiihl do anything he was
told to do, from the making of a
jint ot paste to thcHwecplnguut of
the whole oMIco. Muggins wine
from nobody knew where. He had
small, wizened features and eye
like a ferret. He never looked
very tidy, forlie wnsnsllkolynsnot
to go down into the engine room
of IheTlinosollIro nml tunihleinto
n pile of wnnte and sleep there, III'

Mend of going to his own home
and his own bed, nltlintigh I do not
know that he hail cither.

Some one had called out:
'Hello, Muggins," on hlx ft t

In the Time office, and
he wiih Mucins lei ux from that
time forth, although his name may
have been Jones or Mnntnguo. If
he objected to the niekmime he
never said ho. Slawson, foreman
of the composing room, was right
when lie suhl:

"If you want to xee MiikIiih
dander rise just abuse that do-- ; of
his a little."

This dog was an molt
Kiel a bow-legge- bobtnlloil,
ono-enre- little cur of no color In
particular. The dog was always
about two feet from tlx1 heels of
Muggins, The distance was never
leiiL'lliencd or lessened. When
Muggins stopped the dog came to
a slandstlll, and he started up
with clock-lik- precision the In
Htimt Muggins moved on. The
name of the dog was l'lps.

One day Klnw'snu kicked the
dog, and Muggins Jerked olT Ills
shabby little jacket, thiewhis cap
on to tlie floor, pulled his dirty
.shirtsleeves up our his thin, bony
urmH, nml screeched out in his
sin 111, piping voice:

"Touch that do ngnln, rf you
dure, dim Slawson! You do It,
and joti'll answer for It tome:"

Slawson was a giant In stature
mid strength. He stared at .Miijr-plu- s

fm-- a moment, then lie routed
witli laughter, and said: "(iood
for you, Muggins! That's t lie talk!
limit yon let nny one run over
you or l'lps, either! If I do it
again you just sail In and give me
tlie thrashing I deserve."

"I'll do It," said Muggins.' "l'lps
don't bother anyone, and I won't
nee him abused."

"The men In thoofllcc laughed so
loudly over this Incident that Col.
Ilentley, editor and owner of tlie
paper, came up from his private
olllce below.
yjWlmt'M the matter up here'.'"

lib nsked.
i "It'snlong of Muggins, slr,"snld

fc'lawson, witli a delighted chuckle,
"lie and l'lps threatens to clean
out the oftlre." ,

"Who is Muggins?"
"Why, colonel, Is It possible

that you have not yet muilct ho ac-
quaintance of the latest addition
to the editorial and general roust- -

about department of the olllce?
Allow mo to present Muggins to
ion, and this Is l'lps."

"Olnd to know you, Muggins,"
said Mr. Ilentley, "You keep
Ihcm straight up here, and put
Slawson out if he goes too far."

The editorial and composing
room of t.ne Times olllre wereou
tlie same Hour, u rough hoaid par-
tition separating one department
from the other. The 16or In thin
partition was now closed, and the

tl Jr nt ers went back lo their work
while 1,'then city editor, began ray
regular uiuht's work. The Time

was u morning paper, and wo
worked until three or four o clock
lit the morning. I had just opened
my desk when Tom ltlley, one of
our best reporters, came in,

"I've not been able to get hold
of anything new regarding that
I.yster matter," he said. "It Is the
general Impression that I.yster
has left tlie country."

"Don't give it up," I replied.
"You may lie mistaken, and If the
Herald across the way should
scoop us In this matter C'ol. Ilent-
ley would never forgUe us."

Mr. Wlntrop l'orsythe I.yster
was a defaulter. He hud hold of-

fices of puldie trust and was presl
dent of a bank. His dishonesty
had caused many poor people to
lose their all. He had lived In the
most extravagant, manner on
money that did not belong to hint.
Kxcltcincnt ran high. Large re-

wards were offered 'or his appre-
hension. The reporters on both
the Times and the Herald were at
their wits' end for news of the de-

faulter. The Herald hnd that mo-

ment published mi Item of trilling
interest that we did not have, and
Col. Ilentley had written me a
sharp nolo about it.

"There Isn't u single new thing
to write about the caw," Illle.v
said to me. "Kvery scrap of reall
iniormatlon lias iieen pailileii out
and published nter and over again,
und yet I suppose that the public
and Col. Ilentley will expect to
Hud columns nhout it in the Times
tomorrow, Wouldn't I like to
II ml Hint man, I.yster!"

"It would be a great thing for
tlie Times," I said. "And Col.
Ilentley would show his apprecia-
tion' in a handsome way."

ltlley went on his way, anil I u

tlie drudgery of looking over
und editing the pile of leporlers'
copy on my desk. It was Muggins'
work to bring the copy of tlie tele-
graphic press report from the tele-
graph olllce four blocks distant,
lie inadea trip to that olllce every
half hour. If there was nothing
else lo do between times, he nml
Tip would curl up on a idle of ex-
changes in a corner and take a
brief nap. They looked forlorn
enough lying there nt three in the
morning. Muggins roused him
self when tlie telegraph editor
called out from his desk:

"Here you, Muggins, hustle over
to the olllce nml got the rest of
that report, Ouoss you'll get It
all this time. Hope, so, anyhow."

Muggins und l'lps went slowly
down (lie stairs. hen they came
hack ltlley was with them. "It's
no use," said ltlley. 'Can't scare
up a new thing about I.yster."

"This Is the fast of t he telegraph
copy, sir,'' said Muggins. "I'm go-
ing now, if you don't inlnd. I've a
bn'stln' old headache."

"!o right along," I said.
"Where do you live, anvliow, Mug-
gins?"

"Oh, I hangs out most any place,
.lust now I got me a 'sweet' of one
attic room nml a cuhbv-hol- e over
In Urabtowu. Ileaid of that se-
lect siibub, ain't j on?"

"Why, that's three miles front
here, boy."

"It ain't no less. Hut there's nn
t car as far as Forest av-

enue, and I can walk the rest of
the way In 15 minutes."

Muggins went out with his
usual polite "(lood nlght,slr,"nnd
nnd ltlley sat down at a table to
"scratch oil" something about the
Lyster nffnlr. An hour passed,
ltlley nnd I were alone In the olllce
when Slawson came In for the Inst
page of copy, ltlley gave him all
he had been able to write, nnd we
were putting on our overconts to
go home when the door opened nnd
Muggins and Tips came In. The
great press In the basement below
had just started up. A speaking-tub- e

ran from the pressroui to tho
editorial room. Muggins did not
speak to us, but wont to tho tube
and whistled shrilly into tlie
mouthpiece:

"Well?" said the foreman, In re
sponse. '

"You stop that press!" said
Muggins. Then he turned to ns
nnd said, without nlnnlfostlngntiy
excitement; " "I've seen fiyster."'

".What!" ahrltkt"! ltlley.

"I anld I've seen that scamp of
a lo'sler, nnd 1 have."

"ion don t menu It, boy?"
"Do jou reckon I'd come

'way in from tlriibtown nnd
stop the Times press if I didn't
mean It? I've seen I.yster. The
policeman on this beat nnd a hack
aie at the door below. I've sent
back four or live printers I met
Just leaving. Come on. Xo time
to lose. c II have to move lively
to carry this scoop through before
the Herald gets on."

We rati downstairs and Jiiiuhm1
Into the hack in which the police-
man was seated.

"(lo to Orabtown by wny of For
est nvenue and stop there by a big
canning factory," said Muggins to
the driver. "And on get us there
as quick an you can."

When we Imd started ltlley said:
"Xow, tell us all about it, boy.
You're absolutely sure you lmve
seen I.yster?"

'Sure. He is hiding In the house
of nn old Irish woman named Judy
Whalen out In (Irnhtnwu. It Isou
the same street nnd just a little
vnyn from where I have my own

'private apartment nnd bawth.'
1 nut coming up In this world, liv-

ing on the same street with Mr.
Wlnthrop l'orsythe l.ysler."

"(loon und tellyourslory,"sald
ltlley. "It will save time and help
mo to put Into shape what I want
to write If It's really I.vsler."

"Well, it was Just this wny,"
said Muggins. "I'd got almost
home when 1 saw a mini come out
of the nlley back of the Whalen
house und hurry across the sti eel
to the letter box under the lump
post und mull n Idler. Then he
scurried back across the street.
He had a little limp In his right
leg, und ns there's been columns
In the papers about Hint limp of
l.yster's I sa.s to myself, says I:
'Mobile Hint's I.yster,' and It was."

"How do you know?"
"Follcrcd Mm. 1 lootfnnod it was

I.yster from the wny l'lps noted.
I.yster kicked l'lps once for no
cause, l'lps ain't forgot It nor
have I. Tips growled and I had to
snatch him up mid hold hiiu under
my overcoat to keep him from
growling mine. I.yster went back
into tin- - nlley, Jumped otor the
fence nnd went into the Whalen
house. There wiih a light in tlie
little back room of the Whalen
house. I sneaked up on tiptoe.
Tli window shade hadn't been
pulled down oer the window by
about a half Inch. 1 peeped under
tlie shade, and there he was!"

"lister?"
You s'pose I'dcllps'd

away back to tho Times oillit- - If It
hud boon undone else?"

"Whut was I.vsler doing?"
"Ho wus sitting by a little ta-

ble coveied with papers, and he
had u lot of money before him
money belonging to poor folks he'd
robbed. I saw him gut her up the
money niid'the pajiers and put 'cm
Into a valise. Oh, It was l.vster,
all right."

It was I.yster. We left the car-
riage several blocks from the
Whalen house und Muggins guid-
ed us to the pls.ro. The light was
still burning In the little room.
Ulley and I crept up nnd saw Lys-
ter as plainly as Muggins had seen
him. Ho was sitting by the little
table writing. A door was by the
side of the window. The big po-

liceman put his shoulder Co the
dootand it yielded Instantly. I.ys-
ter gavea llttloery of iilarin'.biit he
o ITe red no resistance. All that he
said was:

"I hope you'll not be hard on old
Judy Whalen for letting me stay
here. She did It out of gratitude
for kindness mydoiid wife showed
Judy .warn ago. I'll go with you
ipilotly. It is right that I should
pay the penalty for what I have
done."
, All that Muggins said wiih: "It
will be a great scoop for the
Times."

It was. Tlie Times was more
than half an hour late that mnrif-Ing- ,

and the presses had to run
half the forenoon to supply tho de-

mand for papers.. There wiih n
plctuie of'MuggiiiH In the' paper
nnd the whole story was told In
glowing term. When Col. Ilent

ley came to the olllce that morning
his first question was:

"Where Is that. Muggins boy!"
"He Is asleep on n pile of rags

down In the engine room," 1 said.
"It will be the last time he will

sleep there," said the colonel,
"That boy has got to be looked
after. He II make a good newsni-pe-

man, I'll look after him my-

self."
Muggins was "lookednfter"and

his old friends would not know
him if they saw him to day. He is
a young man of groat force ol
character and unusual ability. Ho
Is a credit to the Journalism of out- -

day. As for l'lps, he "had ids
day," like other dogs, and was de
cently burled by Muggins, who
never transferred his iitTcctlnus to
nny other dog. Young People.

THE POWER OF JOURNALISM

"Our ntubttc nnd IU rrtu Will IUm
or Fall Together," Saj-- s a

Famons Editor.

Ill the North American lleview
for May, Joseph Pulitzer, editor
of the New Yoik World, who has
endowed n college of Journalism
at Columbia university, Iiiih nil
article Justifying the school nnd
defending It against criticism
that lane boon made. It Is a co-

gent article, observes the Itoslou
Herald, for Mr. Pulitzer is n
skilled writer who knows how to
sot forth his thonghtselonrly. Ho
makes out a strong case in this In-

stance, ruquestlomibly, such it

school, well organised nml well
equipped with instruclois, can da
much for developing a nathoupt
ness for newspaper win k. Hut the
vindication of tills Hpcdllc endow-
ment will appear in I lie men whom
the school semis forth und the
woik they do. What especially In-

terests us In Mr. Pulitzer's article
Is the groat Impnrtumv which ho
attaches lo the newspapers of the
country ns the moulders of public
sentiment und IheconsorvatorHol
national Ideas. The olllce nml le
sponslblllly of newspapers him1
not been more seriously set forth
than In his words: "Our republic
and Its press will rise or fall to-

gether. An able, disinterested,
public spirited pi ess, with trained
Intelligence lo know the right nml
courage lo do It, can preserve that
public virtue without which pop
ular governiiienut Is u sham and a
mockery. A c.miIciiI, iiierconnry.
demagogic press will produce In

time a us base ns its'df.
The power lo mould tliefuturrol
tlie republic will be In I he hands ol
Journalists of fnlure genera
tlons," For thi-- leiisons Iir
urges Ills colleagues to aid I he ex
Hriliioiit which lieliasenliired to

endow, feeling that llssucress de-

pends upon their gcuoi nils old und
cnoperutlon. Hut is it not plnli;
Hint the power of the press us a
suvlngngciioyilcpomlsiiut so mud
on the skill of journalists as or
their nobility of oharacler mid
their moral inolhe? When wonec
so ninny uccomplisheil public men
adopts lit nil the technical arts ol
politics, putting llielr power to on
patriotlcnnd selilsh uses, It seimm
to us that tho salvation of the re-

public depends more on the In
structioii und quickening of con-
science than nn greater capacity
for woik, Tills isalso the peculiar
need of Journalists, nnd especially
of proprietors of Journals, who, ai
a rule, will be capitalists, not
trained In nny school of Journal
Ism nnd having little of the spirit
of heroic In it mission-
ary undertaking,"

Found In Sumatra,
The largest dower in the world

Is found in Sumatra. Its size is
fully three feet in diameter
about the size of a carriage-wheel- .

The 11 vp petals of this Immensii
Mower lire oral and creamy white,
growing round a center filled will!
countless long, violet-line- sta
llions. Tho Mower weighs nhout
Ifi pounds, and Is cupulde of con-
taining nearly two gallons of wa
ter. The hiids are like glgantlfl
brown cabbage heads.

In China,
Chinamen consider it iuipollta

to wear spectacles In company.

Exciting Scene In the French Cham

ber of Deputies.

Qumllim tltr Irimrntlon
of Cliurrli nml Mnlt- - 'tr Ot-- r

t'ntll ,trit Jntiunr--

Paris, Xt.iy IS. After an rxrlt'ni; de
bute, la which Pninlrr Comlios and
Foreign Minister IHciusi sn forth Ilia

action nnd purtoict at tho government
toward! tho rntlran, tho Krcuch china- -

ler of dcputlm on Friday, ty a volo
of 427 to OS, approved tho rourie ut Ilia
nnvermnnl In revalltng M. N'liwrd,

nirlitireador to t ti.i ratlcnn, and reject-

ed nil propositi of the extreme clement
for nn Immslhte dUmilnlloti of tho ro-

tations between church nnd Hate.
A rerolullon propped by M. I'errette,

republic. natloniltst, luvillntt thi
FMermncnl to with Pope,

Plus fur a of ihurih met
stnto a defeated, 07 to 11

A million tiy M. Allard, rcelnliiit. In
In call off nt onco alt relation with (let
Vatican aid to donounoi luncdlntely
the mnrordat, was ilifc.ilrd, Z'j In lilt.

Premier Comls-- i took tlie Itiltlntlto
In rtnlMliiR all e Iter Is In fnrco Hie r.or-o- r

union I to extreme arllo-i- , nml his
thai all (iu.hiIciiu reitmdltm the

reparation of church m- - stmn ro over
unlit tiexjl Jntnnr lias III" cirect of
I'oMponliiK leparnll-- hejnnil Hie pres.
nil n'l(m of pull im;nt.

St. Itluot, minority le tiler, was
Mconn iIiiho uitlii,; In riippnrt of tlm
lovei nmeiit.

Tli" delMln altrirted inn'ial atten-
tion, nml (treat crowds weto present,
ItitludliiK AiiilianKi-lo- Porter mid ollt-t- -

iiiemtH-r- of the llploiunllc iiirpn.

ECHO OF THE IROQUOIS FIRE

Jl Iti, flnhitUen CtMilelJ f rrntiilu-It-nil- )

) Imu tli- - lllllll' III
n l)rn,l .

ClilcnRii, May !H. Chokliu: und Rasp-In-

nnd with cyo.i mlllmt wllli
John M.ihiik-- n, nrciiM'd of fraudulently
Identifying tho 'tody of Mrj,, 1 rank It.
(rcennald, ja Iroq-iol- tiro vlitltn. In
order to slnl leu- - money, ruddenly
Juniied In !il feel lit JudR-- i Clifford's
ef.urt room l'rldiy, nml iuilrd fran-
tically at an Imaitlunry lilch
lin thought coiilrontlnit hiiu.
Wl.llo Hie lisi'ted "II III ter-

ror tho man frolli-- d ut llii llpi nnt
waved Ids arms Klldly In the ulr. lie
rnn oeriHi-,-re- and thrown lo Hot
fltor, where It lisik Iiulf u imllrit
ollliers In hold him. Paroxism after
paroxism uliook litm, nn I ho lud In lit
irrnailed an. I tnlo'ii into in nnlc-ron-

When ipiSet aa llnully rcslor.-l- , Miihn-ken- 's

lawyer decided In let the iaro C'l
In Hie Jury without nrniuii.Mil. Almnst
tmmeillnlely tho 12 men 111 limit ami
the foreman announced Hie wrdlt'C
"Cullty." If tho lii'.iiilly wns
It fulled In mute tho Jury. Tim tech-
nical chnrjo uKalimt Mahnle n vns per-
jury, nml It was proved Hint ho ha I

taken (ho UvTy ut Mm. (irucuwah!
from ll ninrKiK) nml hud It hurled ul
tile aunt, ills inotlro u to I." In pol-
lution of the found on li Issly.

fatalitTes frowT floods
Tlirei nml 'llMMMruid nl

HeMiI itf Slel Wi-r- Uruiriieil
In litiin,

Blni,x Clly, May :S. Illntrlct
Illcnell of Iho llurllnaton

has lettirneil from the Hooded reijlom
In (Irirly nml Naiim counllea, nnd said
Hint tlioioundi of head of Block were
drowned nnd tli no pcrions wen
(Iriiwiud or (struck liy llKlitnlng. Tralni
wcro tied up from wanht-- out tracks,
and soma of Dm smaller towns have
hern without mall ulnco Tuntdayt
Twelve Inches of rain felt, overflowing

very creek and small stream In Hit
two rountlei.

The known fatalities- aroi John Pol-

lard, drowned. Ilennender,
drowned, William Hay, killed liy

llnhtnlnu,
Tor Ihreo day Ilin town of Oreely

was without mall, telegraph or tele-
phone cominunhAtloii,

requisItToITfoFIdenison

OiiiiiIih Man Miami Trll fur Al- -
Irileil rmii,lli-lt- .11 n

llil,lii-r)-- .

I)es Molnce, In., May 2S. Cloy. Cum-mi- n

i Irsucd a requisition on tho gov;
crr.or of Nehraika for Thomas Denli
con, ot Omaha, who wai recently In-

dicted at Logan, la,, for alleged com-
plicity In the Pollock diamond robbery.
The requisition was leaned on an aff-
idavit made by 1'rank Khercllffc, who ll
serving a term ut tho Fort .Mad Iron
penitentiary for robbing t'ollock.a trav-
eling alci:n.m, of (17,000 worth ol dia-
mond?, who Implicated Denlion. At-
torneys for Donlson strongly rcslilcd
the granting of the requisition, ana
say they will aim ask Uor, Mickey-o- t

Kebrat-k- to refute to issue extradi-
tion papers.


